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the shoulders of the commission, as well as upon
my own; for the absence of our best names in song
will not be generally understood. If you will only
contribute the hymn it will cheer, strengthen, and
dignify us all.

On the 22d of March, Mr. Whittier replied:
" I have n't an idea in my head, and if I had, my
head, possessed by the fiend Neuralgia, is in no
condition to make it available. I am glad thee
are to write the ode. It is right and fitting every
way, and thee will do it grandly. As for the
hymn, will thee do me the very great favor to
send me a copy of thy draft of it? I want
something suggestive to look at, before I decide to
try to do anything; and I shall delay answering
General Hawley's note until I hear from thee. Let
me hear from thee by return mail."

This note came from Mr. Taylor by the next
mail: " Your letter of yesterday just received,
and I am delighted to find in it a wish to under-
take the task. I most willingly send the hymn I
had written, but have since withdrawn. Do not
hesitate to make free use of any idea of mine
which may seem appropriate. I shall be very glad
indeed if I am able, in this way, to furnish kin-
dling-wood for your fire. And that is all my hymn
is worth now, since I shall suppress it wholly.
April will surely be a balmier month than this
March, and if you see but a single bud swell-
ing, say ; Yes!' and it will surely open before
May."                                           J F

On the   25th, Whittier wrote :    " Take   my